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ly call the Internet, if we could hook every class-
room up to it, for the first time in history,
kids in the most remote rural school districts,
kids in the poorest inner-city school districts,
kids in standard middle class school districts,
kids in the wealthiest school districts, kids in
schools, public and private, for the first time
in history would all have access to the same
information in the same time at the same qual-
ity; it would lead to an explosion of learning.
Will you help me build that bridge to the 21st
century? [Applause]

Just today I proposed a new education rate
so that every student in this country can get
free access to that information network and
every school and library in America. We are
going forward.

And finally, we have to open the doors of
college education to all Americans. I propose
to do three things that I want you to support.
Number one, we need to make 2 years of col-
lege in the next 4 years just as universal as
a high school diploma is today. Here’s how we
can do that—no bureaucracy, no program. I pro-
pose to give you a tax credit, a dollar-for-dollar
reduction on the tax bill for the cost of tuition
at the typical community college in America.
It would revolutionize opportunity for people
of any age.

Number two, I propose to let more American
families save through an IRA, an individual re-
tirement account, save more, save at even higher
income levels, and then withdraw from that ac-
count, tax-free, if the money is being used to
pay for a college education, a medical emer-
gency, or to buy a first home. Will you help
me do that? [Applause]

And finally, I believe that Americans should
be able to deduct up to $10,000 a year for
the cost of any college tuition for any people
of any age at any place of higher education
in the entire United States. Will you help me
build that bridge to the 21st century? [Applause]

Folks, we need to build a country where every
8-year-old can read independently, where every
12-year-old can log on to the Internet, where
every 18-year-old can go to college, and where
every 18-year-old’s parent can go back to college
if that’s what we need in this country. And I
want you to help me build that bridge to the
21st century.

That is the choice in this election: a bridge
to the future, a bridge where everyone can walk
across, a bridge where we walk across hand in
hand, not divided but united toward America’s
best days. In 26 days we must make the deci-
sion. I want you to walk with me these last
26 days to build that bridge to tomorrow.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4 p.m. at the Old
Montgomery County Courthouse Square. In his
remarks, he referred to Dennis Lieberman, chair-
man, Montgomery County Democratic Party;
Mariana Brown Bettman and Peter Sikora, can-
didates for Ohio State supreme court justice; mu-
sician Bruce Hornsby; Craig Zimmers, Mont-
gomery County clerk of courts; Hugh Quill, Mont-
gomery County recorder; Judy Dodge, candidate
for Montgomery County recorder; A.J. Wagner,
candidate for Montgomery County commissioner;
Rhine McLin, State senator; and Tony Capizzi,
Dayton city commissioner.

Remarks in Louisville, Kentucky
October 10, 1996

The President. Thank you. Hello, Louisville!
Audience members. Four more years! Four

more years! Four more years!
The President. Thank you very much. Thank

you. Folks, thank you for this magnificent crowd.
Thank you for your great spirit. Thank you for
this Louisville Slugger. You know, I’ve got one
more debate, and from what I’ve heard, I may
need this. You know, I was listening to all these

folks talk—and you elect people that know how
to talk—and they speak in a language I can
understand, with no accent. [Laughter] And I
am delighted to be here.

I want to thank Governor Paul Patton for
his strong leadership and his support and for
being so forthright and strong and standing up
for what we’re trying to do together. I want
to thank my good friend Wendell Ford for his

VerDate 29-OCT-99 11:11 Nov 17, 1999 Jkt 010199 PO 00001 Frm 00761 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 C:\96PUBP~2\PAP_TEXT txed01 PsN: txed01



1808

Oct. 10 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

advice, his counsel, his support. If we had a
hundred people in Congress like Wendell Ford
we’d have about half as many problems as we
do today. He is a great leader.

I want to thank your Congressman, Mike
Ward. And I want you to know it is rare—
it is rare for a first-term Member of Congress
to have the kind of influence and make the
kind of impact that Mike Ward has made. He
works hard for you. He is outspoken, and I
told him if I had to hear about Naval ordnance
one more time I thought I would scream. He
never gives up. I finally said, ‘‘Mike, just tell
me what you want to do. We will do it. Let’s
just talk about something else. Take care of the
people of Louisville, and let’s go on into the
future.’’

And I want you to know that I am grateful
that Wendell Ford and your former Congress-
man, Rom Mazzoli, voted in 1993 for an eco-
nomic plan that got this country moving again,
and I’m grateful that Mike Ward stood up and
said no when the other party got control of
the Congress and shut the Government down
to try to force the United States of America
and the President to take a budget that was
wrong for America and wrong for our future.
Thank you.

I want to thank Steve Beshear for being will-
ing to run for the United States Senate and
for making an outstanding candidate. You heard
his speech tonight. He ought to inspire your
confidence, and he justifies your support. He’s
a fine man. He’ll be a fine United States Sen-
ator, voting for the interests of Kentucky, and
I hope you will support him.

I want to thank all of those that are up on
this platform tonight: Lieutenant Governor Steve
Henry and Speaker Jody Richards; State Rep-
resentative Jesse Chisolm; my 1996 cochair,
Betsey Hudson; State Democratic Party chair-
man Bob Babbage. And there’s one person who
is not here tonight, but I want to mention him
because he’s a great friend of mine, your Jeffer-
son County judge and county executive, David
Armstrong. We were born in the same little
town in Arkansas a long time ago. He’s a great
friend, and he’s away because of a family crisis,
and I hope you all will support him. He’s got
a sick brother. Say a prayer for him tonight
and support David Armstrong. He’s a fine man,
and I’m glad to be here.

And finally, I want to thank the mayor. What
a mayor you have. I thought I had energy till

I met Jerry Abramson. I thought I was aggres-
sive till I met Jerry Abramson. I thought I was
exuberant till I met Jerry Abramson. And all
those things he said to you that we did together
for the people of this city, they’re all true, but
they couldn’t have happened without the leader-
ship of Jerry Abramson. I thank him very much.

I’d like to thank the Kentucky Ramblers and
the Rascals of Ragtime for providing our enter-
tainment before I got here. I’m glad to be able
to visit the Louisville Slugger factory. I’m sorry
I couldn’t be here in July when the museum
opened. This is an amazing place with an amaz-
ing history that started the day Pete Browning
broke his bat playing for Louisville’s Eclipse
team. Today, there are millions of bats made
here, still made by hand. And I want you to
know, since I was a little boy, I’ve had a lot
of them but none I’ll treasure any more than
the one I got tonight. Thank you very, very
much.

Folks, 4 years ago I came to Louisville to
talk to you about fighting for the ordinary Amer-
icans who make our country go, about turning
the direction of our country around, about pav-
ing a good way for Americans to the 21st cen-
tury. In the last two debates, the one that I
had with my opponent on Sunday night and
in the great performance the Vice President put
in last night—I was so very proud of him, and
I know you were—we saw two very different
visions for America, two good people on the
other side who love our country but just see
things differently than we do. I believe that
we’ve got an obligation to work together to help
each other make the most of our own lives.
I believe that the First Lady was right when
she said it takes a village to raise our children
and to build a country that’s strong. And what
you have to decide is whether you think we
have to do this together or whether we’re better
off going into the 21st century on our own.

Now, let’s look at where we were. Four years
ago when I came here we had high unemploy-
ment, stagnant wages, and rising frustration. I
was determined to change the direction of
America. I wanted to go into the 21st century
with the American dream alive and well for
every person in this audience, without regard
to your station in life, who’s willing to work
for it. I wanted our country to beat the odds
in this modern world. I wanted to prove that
we could come together amidst all of our reli-
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gious and racial and other diversity to prove
that we can go forward together.

In the rest of the world, people are bedeviled
everywhere by their religious differences, their
tribal differences, their racial differences, their
ethnic differences. But here in America, we say,
if you show up tomorrow and you’re a law-
abiding citizen who works hard and believes in
this country, you’re our kind of American. We
don’t need to know anything else about you.
Come on, let’s go on together. Let’s go on to-
gether. And for 4 years now we’ve worked hard
to create opportunity, to demand responsibility,
and to build a sense of community where
everybody’s got a role to play and everybody
has a place at the table.

Four years ago, Kentucky helped me win re-
election. I never will forget when Wendell Ford
called me, and he said, ‘‘You’ve got to come
to Kentucky one more time. Go to western Ken-
tucky. You haven’t been over there.’’ In the mid-
dle of the night, seems like we were in western
Kentucky. And the people of Kentucky voted
for Bill Clinton and Al Gore. Now, Wendell
still takes credit for it. He said if we hadn’t
come back that one last time, it would have
never happened. [Laughter] And he may be
right, but I’m glad you did. You took us on
faith.

The American people don’t have to take us
on faith anymore. Now there’s a record. You
know whether we were right or wrong. We have
101⁄2 million new jobs in this country. Unem-
ployment in this State has dropped nearly a
third. We have record numbers of new small
businesses. Every one of them has been eligible
now and been made eligible for a tax cut if
they invest more to grow their businesses. Every
one of them now—it’s been easier for them
to take out pensions for themselves and their
employees and for people to take those pensions
from job to job. That’s better than it was 4
years ago.

It’s easier now for self-employed people to
take out health insurance because they can de-
duct more of it from their taxes. That’s better
than it was 4 years ago. Median income—that’s
the people in the middle; that’s not the average
with all of us at the top; that’s the people in
the middle—have gone up almost $1,600 after
inflation since Rom Mazzoli and Wendell Ford
voted for the economic plan that we didn’t get
a single, solitary vote from, from the other side.

We’re moving in the right direction, folks. We’re
on the right track to the 21st century.

We’ve had the largest drop in child poverty
in 20 years. Now all economic groups that are
working are participating in our economic
growth. We’ve had the biggest drop in inequality
among working people in 27 years. We’ve got
the lowest rates of inflation and unemployment
in home mortgages in 28 years. And last week
we learned that the poverty rate among elderly
Americans has dropped to its lowest level ever
recorded. We are moving in the right direction.
We are going to the 21st century.

We’re getting back to our basic values. The
crime rate has dropped for 4 years in a row.
There are one million fewer crime victims this
year. We made 12 million families eligible to
take a little time off from work when a baby
is born or a parent or a spouse or a child is
sick. The welfare rolls are down by 1.9 million.
Child support collections are up almost 50 per-
cent, nearly $4 billion. We’re moving in the
right direction toward the 21st century.

And yes, while we brought the deficit down,
we knew there was a right way and a wrong
way to do it. And I am proud that we stopped
the other party’s budget from becoming law,
because it would have broken up the Medicare
system. It would have cut too much and cost
innocent elderly people too much. It would have
ended the guarantee that Medicare gives and
has given for three decades to the elderly people
in nursing homes, so their children can go on
and live their own lives and know their parents
are going to be all right. It would have ended
the guarantee we give to working class families
who have people with disabilities in them, so
they don’t have to go into bankruptcy to take
care of their loved ones.

I think we did the right thing. It would have
devastated environmental protection, environ-
mental cleanup, and for the first time ever
would have cut education funding by $30 billion,
ending the AmeriCorps national service pro-
gram, weakening the college loan program we
worked so hard to improve, cutting back on
Head Start, and generally dividing the country
and taking it in the wrong direction.

Instead, we said no. We like more jobs, better
education, a cleaner environment, and a brighter
future. We’re going to keep on the right track
to the 21st century.

And just in the last few days of this Congress,
because of you—not because of me but because
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of you—because you sent a clear signal that
you wanted our country to go forward, we
passed a lot of our initiatives. We passed the
minimum wage bill. We passed a bill that says
to 25 million Americans, you can’t lose your
health insurance anymore just because you
changed jobs or somebody in your family’s been
sick. We said to mothers and their newborn
babies, you cannot be kicked out of the hospital
anymore after a day, no more drive-by deliv-
eries. We’re going to help people with mental
health problems to get more insurance. At long
last, we said to Vietnam veterans who were ex-
posed to Agent Orange and whose children have
spina bifida, finally, finally, we said, we’re going
to give you and your families and your children
some help for medical help and for disability
payments. It’s about time. We’re moving in the
right direction.

That’s why every major law enforcement orga-
nization has endorsed Bill Clinton and Al Gore.
That’s never happened for anyone on our side
before. That’s why just the day after our debate
in Hartford, 2,500 business leaders, including
a very large number of them who never voted
for a Democrat for President, endorsed our
campaign, because they know that it’s good for
America for us to move forward together. And
I want you to help me finish building that
bridge to the 21st century.

And so that’s the decision now before the
American people: Are we going to back where
we were, or are we going to keep going for-
ward? Are we going to go forward together,
or are we going to say, ‘‘You’re on your own’’?
I think I know what you want to say. We cut
the deficit by 60 percent; let’s keep interest
rates down and grow the economy by balancing
the budget while we protect Medicare, Med-
icaid, education, and the environment.

Let’s have a tax cut for working families and
middle class families, targeted to childrearing,
to education, to health care, to buying that first
home and paying no taxes on your home when
you sell it, but let’s pay for it in a balanced
budget plan. Let’s don’t have that risky tax
scheme that the other side offers: $550 billion,
no idea how they’re going to pay for it. I’ll
tell you what it means: It means bigger cuts
in Medicare and Medicaid, education and the
environment than I vetoed. Their plan would
raise taxes on 9 million of the hardest pressed
working families, and it would blow a hole in
the deficit a mile wide.

Folks, when I became President, we had
quadrupled the debt of the country in 4 years,
the deficit was $290 billion, people could not
borrow money to buy a home. We now have
the highest rate of homeownership in 15 years.
I just came from Dayton, Ohio, and a 40-year-
old man came up to me and said, ‘‘Mr. Presi-
dent, I just bought my first home because we
got interest rates down and a healthy economy.’’
Let’s don’t go back, folks, let’s go forward. Say
no to their plan and yes to ours.

We passed that Family and Medical Leave
Act. We passed the V-chip to give families the
ability to control what their children see on tele-
vision. We got 3 hours of educational television
coming back on primetime for families so their
kids will have something good to see. The enter-
tainment industry’s agreed to rate their TV pro-
grams. We’re moving forward in the right direc-
tion.

Now we ought to expand family leave and
say people should get a little time off to take
their children to a parent-teacher conference or
their parents to the doctor. People that earn
overtime, if they need it, ought to be able to
take the overtime in time with their kids or
in cash, at their discretion. Will you help me
build that kind of bridge to the 21st century?
[Applause]

We made a good start on health care reform.
Our balanced budget plan says, now we ought
to help people who are between jobs. When
you lose your job, you ought to be able to hold
on to your health insurance and take care of
your kids. Our plan would help people keep
their health insurance for 6 more months when
they’re between jobs. It’s all paid for. It would
help families with parents with Alzheimer’s to
care for them. It would help do other things
to prevent illness, and it would continue our
ground-breaking work in medical research.

In the last 4 years, we’ve found two genes
that cause breast cancer. Now we may be able
to find out not only how to treat it but how
to prevent it. Just in the last few weeks, for
the first time in history—for the first time in
history in the last few weeks, we saw laboratory
animals with their spines completely severed re-
gain movement in their lower limbs because of
nerve transplants to their spine. Who knows
what we can do if we keep on working for
health care reform. Will you help us build that
bridge to the 21st century? [Applause]
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We did pass the Brady bill and the assault
weapons ban. And in places like Kentucky, our
opponents, they made hay while the Sun shown.
Oh, they said, ‘‘Oh, they’re going to take all
their guns away.’’ You know something? It’ll
soon be deer season, won’t it? I’ll give $100
to the first hunter in Kentucky who tells me
he can’t go out into the deer woods because
he lost his rifle. Not a single person has lost
a hunting weapon, but 60,000 felons, fugitives,
and stalkers could not get handguns because
of the Brady bill. And now people who beat
up their spouses and children won’t be able
to get it either. We were right about that, and
this is a safer country because of it.

And yes, we are putting 100,000 police on
the street. But our friends on the other side,
they all voted against it. Then they tried to
stop us in their budget that I vetoed, then they
tried to stop us again.

Now, just talk to the mayor or talk to the
local chief of police or talk to anybody in law
enforcement. I don’t understand why anybody
would be against that, but they are. One good
argument for Steve Beshear and Mike Ward
is that they know that what we have to do is
give power back to people in the local commu-
nities to work with the community crime watch
programs, like the one that Carolyn MacLuton
has worked so hard for all of these years. God
bless you, ma’am. We love you, and thank you
for what you’re doing.

We’re trying to get a million more people
like her and finish putting 100,000 police on
the street. We’ve only funded half of them.
These elections are important. If you want us
to finish the job so we can have 8 years of
declining crime rates instead of 4, you’ve got
to help us. Will you help us build that bridge
to the 21st century? [Applause]

We reduced the welfare rolls by 1.9 million.
We passed the welfare reform bill. But it’s just
the beginning. Let me tell you what that welfare
reform bill does. It says this: The National Gov-
ernment will continue to guarantee—they’ll fix
that in a minute, don’t you all worry about it—
the National Government will continue to guar-
antee health care and nutrition to poor families.
And if someone goes to work there will be more
money for child care than ever before. But what
used to come from Washington in the form of
a welfare check with State money will now go
to Governor Patton. And States and commu-
nities will have 2 years to figure out how to

turn that welfare check into a paycheck, because
able-bodied people who can work, have to work.
That’s good, but we have to create the jobs.
I’ve got a plan to help the communities create
another million jobs to move those people from
welfare to work. Will you help me create those
jobs and build that bridge to the 21st century?
[Applause]

We’ve made the water cleaner. We’ve made
the air cleaner and freer of chemicals. We’ve
raised the standards for food safety. We’ve
cleaned up more toxic waste dumps in 3 years
than the other side did in 12. We’re cleaning
up the environment, but there are still 10 mil-
lion kids in this country who live within 4 miles
of a toxic waste dump. Our plan would clean
up 500 more, so I can look at the children
of America and say they’re growing up next to
parks, not poison. Will you help us build that
bridge to the 21st century? [Applause]

Finally, and most important, will you help
us make education the top priority of America
for the next 4 years? [Applause] Will you help
us do that? For every child and every adult
in America, we have a plan that deals with the
major challenges of education. Number one, a
lot of adults need to go back to school. Under
our plan, we’ll create a ‘‘GI bill’’ for America’s
workers. When someone loses their job, they’ll
get a skill grant worth up to $2,500 a year to
take to the local community college, to take
to another training program, to put people back
to work at higher wages, not lower wages.

Number two, we know that 8-year-olds have
to be able to read in order to learn for the
rest of their lives. But 40 percent of our 8-
year-olds can’t read on their own. We’ve got
a plan to put 30,000 volunteers out there, work-
ing with schools and parents, so that every 8-
year-old can pick up a book and say, ‘‘I can
read this all by myself.’’ Will you help us build
that bridge to the 21st century? [Applause]

I have offered the first plan ever to help
schools that are trying to help themselves get
more funds to build and modernize their
schools. We’ve got more kids in school today
than ever before, and it’s time we helped them.

And finally, for the schools, today I said again
I want to hook up every classroom and every
library in this country to the information super-
highway so that all our kids—for the first time
in American history, all our kids can have access
to the same information in the same time in
the same quality, rich, poor, middle class, all
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of them together. Will you help us do that?
[Applause]

And will you help us open the doors of col-
lege education to all Americans? [Applause] I
want to make 2 years of education after high
school just as universal as a high school diploma
is today by letting you deduct dollar for dollar
off your taxes, up to $1,500 a year, the typical
cost of a community college tuition. I want to
let every family deduct up to $10,000 a year
for the cost of any college tuition. And I want
to let people who save in an IRA withdraw
from it to pay for college. Will you help us
build that bridge to the 21st century? [Applause]

Folks, this is a clear choice: hope against fear,
the future against the failed policies of the past,
a village working together against ‘‘you’re on
your own.’’ I want to build a bridge to tomorrow
that every single child and every single adult

in the State of Kentucky and in our beloved
United States can walk across to the best days
America has ever known. In the next 26 days,
will you help us by talking to your friends and
neighbors to build that bridge to the 21st cen-
tury? [Applause]

Thank you. God bless you, and good night.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:50 p.m. at the
Louisville Slugger Museum. In his remarks, he
referred to Gov. Paul E. Patton and Lt. Gov. Ste-
ven Henry of Kentucky; State Representative
Jesse Crenshaw; Mayor Jerry E. Abramson of
Louisville; Betsey Hudson, cochair, Kentucky
Clinton/Gore ’96; and Carolyn MacLuton, past
president, Community Oriented Policing Board,
Fourth Police District.

Statement on Action Against International Drug Trafficking
October 11, 1996

I want to congratulate Attorney General
Reno, Treasury Secretary Rubin, their crime
fighting teams, and all law enforcement officers
who worked to ensure the breakup of another
notorious international drug ring through Oper-
ation Global S.E.A. Building on the success of
this May’s Operation Zorro II, the breakup of
this drug network marks another milestone in
our effort to cripple major international drug
trafficking cartels.

I want to commend the unprecedented co-
operation between frontline law enforcement
agencies on the Federal, State, and local levels
that brought down this narcotic network. My
administration will continue to work with deter-
mination to track down and convict those who
would threaten our communities and our chil-
dren.

Statement on Signing the National Securities Markets Improvement Act
of 1996
October 11, 1996

Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R.
3005, the ‘‘National Securities Markets Improve-
ment Act of 1996.’’ This legislation represents
the most significant overhaul of the securities
regulatory structure in decades. Without com-
promising investor protection, H.R. 3005 will
enhance capital formation and the competitive-
ness of the American economy by eliminating
regulatory overlap between the States and the

Federal Government, significantly rationalizing
and simplifying the way mutual funds and cor-
porate securities are regulated, reducing Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission (SEC) registra-
tion fees, and stabilizing the SEC funding struc-
ture over a 10-year period.

This bill achieves the difficult task of improv-
ing the efficiency of the financial markets with-
out compromising investor protections. Lower
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